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The Transition Year Students of St. Patrickõs Cathedral 

Grammar School would like to welcome you to the é.. 

Happy Christmas  

Joyeux Noël  



Editorial  

Welcome to yet another Grammar Gazette! I 

would like to begin by wishing you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We 

are very proud to announce that four of our 

students have recently earned Youth Achieve-

ment Awards ð Hannah Olliffe, Claudia Mannix, 

Jack Fitzgerald and Keith Matthews. We 

would also like to convey our congratulations 

to Julian Capolei and Josephine Ryan -Murphy 

who have both just completed shows and plays, 

respectively.  

To combat Irelandõs literacy problem amongst 

teenagers, our school has introduced a new 

program. The Drop Everything and Read pro-

gram has seen us all, once a week, spending a 

full class reading any book of our choice. The 

project has received a mixed response but 

overall it has been a success. The first years 

are also piloting a new program promoting in-

dependent Maths learning. This allows them to 

go at their own pace and focus on areas in 

which they are struggling.  

Extra -curricular activities in St. Patrickõs are 

still going strong, as you will see throughout 

both this newsletter and the Patrician. This 

year, at our annual prize -giving ceremony, we 

will all be honoured to welcome a speaker from 

Focus Ireland. Focus Ireland is a registered 

charity that works to prevent people becom-

ing, remaining or returning to homelessness. 

As a school community, we are determined to 

do our bit in stopping homelessness. We will be 

donating the money raised in our non -uniform 

day on Thursday, December 22nd, to Focus 

Ireland.  

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of the 

Grammar Gazette and I would like to wish you 

all a very happy Christmas.         

                          By Dyllen Moore  

The Glee Club 

The Glee Club is run by Ms.Daly and is on most 

mornings in the school hall at 8.20 -8.45am. 

The Glee Club started 3 weeks ago. In the 

Glee Club, students learn new songs and sing 

together.   As the Glee Club is new, not many 

people know much about it and it is mostly the 

girls who are interested in joining, but all jun-

ior students are welcome.  We hope to see big 

things from this group in the very near fu-

ture.                              By Stephen Sheridan.  

Form 2 Art  

The IT Gang  

The IT Club meets every 

Wednesday at 1.20pm, for 1 

hour, in the computer room. 

Members of the IT Club ex-

plore topics such as scratch animation, spoof 

newspapers on Publisher, Pixelr and podcasts 

using Audacity. They have also made videos 

using the schoolõs new flip cameras, Pho-

toshop editing software and Microsoft Movie 

Maker.   The IT club is run by Ms McNamara 

and new members are always welcome.                    

             By Stephen Sheridan  

Junior Achievement  

The Junior Achievement Suc-

cess Skills Programme is 

about developing studentsõ 

interpersonal effectiveness. 

We did this programme with 

Caitriona, a tax consultant 

from Deloitte and Touche. She came into the 

Grammar School during our EES Module on 

two consecutive Fridays and helped us with 

our CVs and interview techniques. After we 

had completed the programme, we suited up 

and went to the Deloitte and Touche offices, 

where Caitriona and one of her Deloitte col-

leagues, Andrew, conducted interviews for a 

job of our choice. The interview was a bril-

liant experience and at the end we were all 

presented with our Junior 

Achievement certificates.  

         

By Dyllen Moore  



Transition Year Work Experience  

I did my work experience in the Active Age Unit, 

in Cheeverstown, which is a campus where people 

with intellectual disabilities live and attend daily 

activities and classes. I worked assisting the 

service users in my unit with their daily activi-

ties. We went on a trip every morning and then 

had various activities in the evening. On 

Wednesday we all ate Christmas dinner togeth-

er.  I had a brilliant week ð the staff and service 

users were all very welcoming and inspiring. I 

learned a lot about intellectual disabilities and 

how they affect peopleõs daily lives. I was so 

glad to get the opportunity to work with these 

people and am going to volunteer in Cheever-

stown now as part of the Community Involvement 

s ect i on  o f  my G a is ce  Cha l lenge .                                    

        By Dyllen Moore  

Grammar Gifts  

The Transition Year students along with Ms. Kavanagh (their business mentor) and Mr. Kirwan, (their de-

sign consultant), are busy working away on products for their Mini -Company.  The hope is to have products 

for sale in the New Year.  Also, there will be two sculptures of St. Patrick himself up for grabs, one which 

is up for ôsilentõ auction and the other which will be raffled off for St. Patrickõs Day in March.    

Recently, as part of their work experience programme, three Transition Year students, Michael 

Akingbade, Oisin Kelly and Luke Wright, spent a week working with Mr. Kirwan in the art room.  These 

students were busy making clay moulds of the products they intend to sell in the Cathedral Gift Shop in 

the near future.                                    By Luke Wright  

For my work experience I was a helper for San-

ta Claus in Arnotts on Henry Street. As Santaõs 

helper, it was my job to entertain the children, 

playing games with them, talking to them and 

making sure the DVDs were not repeating. At 

1.45 pm every day, Santa feeds his reindeers.  

It was a wonderful opportunity for me and I 

discovered that working with children with 

special needs is a very rewarding and fun expe-

rience. In particular, I will not forget Zack, a 

six years old boy with Down Syndrome.   I also 

met an autistic child who has a guide dog, 

named Elton.   I found this particularly inter-

esting and as a result of my week working as 

Santaõs helper, I would seriously consider a 

career in child care.                  By Martin Burke  

Cooking Up a Storm  

The Cookery Club, run by Ms Chizaza every Wednesday afternoon, is a 

free cooking class which  is open to all.  Members of the club can make 

any dish of their choice.  All that is required is that they bring their own 

ingredients.  

Of course, all students are welcome to join, regardless their reason.  

Perhaps you didn't choose to do Home Ec. For your Leaving Certificate and you want to see 

what you missed out on? Or perhaps you want to learn new recipes? Maybe you might want to 

attend cookery club for the practical skill section of your Gaisce award or maybe you just 

don't have the equipment required at home or are not confident with cooking in your Home Ec. 

classes and you want a bit more practice.If you are interested in joining the club, please feel 

free to talk to Ms Chizaza.       By David Kelly  

Who, What, When, Where, Why?????  

On Tuesday 29th November the Form 1 & 2 students, along with Miss Daly, Mr Flynn and Miss 

McCarthy set off very early for the bright lights of Belfast City where they spent the day in 

W5, the science museum at the Odyssey.   A fun day was had by all exploring the museumõs 

200 amazing interactive exhibits in the four incredible exhibition areas and attending the live 

science demonstrations and shows which took place throughout the day.                     
          By Sean Barnes 



A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forumõ 

It is tradition that every year in St. Patrickõs Cathedral Grammar School the 

Transition Year students perform a play in the school hall, usually just before 

the February Mid -Term.  This year is no different.  

 Earlier in the year we began learning and practising the songs from well -

known musicals such as ôOh what a Beautiful Morningõ from Oklahoma, 

ôSummer Lovingõ from Grease and many others. After we finished learning all of these songs, 

Lizzy (who has been the director of the Transition Year play for a number of years, came in 

during our EES module on a Friday afternoon and gave us all short auditions. First we stood up 

and sang a song of our choice and once she had heard everyone we pulled the tables out of the 

way and copied her as she danced.  

Finally we put on our best English and American accents and repeated exactly what Lizzy said. 

Then Lizzy left for a few weeks to decide what play we would perform.  

Before she came back we were told that we were going do the play ôA Funny Thing Happened on 

the Way to the Forumõ, a tragic comedy set in ancient Rome. As of now, the rehearsals are up 

and running.  The parts have been given out and the and preparations are in full swing.  The play 

will be performed for the public on the 8th and 9th of February 2012.     

                                   By David Kelly  

Dates for your Diary:  

20th December - Form 6 Parent/Teacher Meetings ð 4:15-6:45pm 

22nd December -Christmas Holidays ð closing at 1:15pm. 

9th January ñ School reopens at 8:50am  

10th January - Staff Meeting ð Closing at 3:35pm  

19th January -  TY DATS  

24th January - Form 3 Parent/Teacher Meetings ð 4:15-6:45pm 

31st January ð Form 5 Parent/Teacher Meetings ð 4:15-6:45pm 

8th & 9th February  ð Transition Year Musical  

13th -17th February ð Mid -Term Break  

Project Peter  

In ICT our computer class has decided to do a project using the schoolõs 

new video cameras. My group made a video about a historical event which 

occurred in the school in the 17th century, using Lego.  Peter Davys, a 

teacher in the school, arrived to school one day to find that his students 

had decided to barricade him out of the classroom. Back in those days, 

the students were allowed to choose one day a year to try and keep a 

teacher from entering the classroom. If they could keep the teacher out, they would escape 

corporal punishment for the remainder of that year. The students could use any means neces-

sary to do so, and unfortunately for Davys, this year one student brought a gun. Davys was shot 

in the leg as a result.  

To do the project we first wrote a script for the movie. We then made a classroom using Lego, 

set up our Lego characters and props. Once everything was set up, we then shot the video. We 

had a number of shots compiled that we then uploaded to the newest computer in the computer 

room. To edit the video, we had to download a new program and another one to record our voices 

for narration.  After a lot of hard work, our project is now complete and the movie is ready for 

viewing.                                     By James Delany. 


